118 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
carrying considerable d6bris, has left it evenly distributed over the nala-bed in front of it, not having paused long enough at any one point to build an elevation that might be called a moraine. Half a mile farther down the nala are some larger debris deposits overgrown with vegetation, which might be regarded as terminal moraines.
The successive terminal moraines often found in front of glaciers, with intervals between them little or not at all strewn with detritus, show that the same glacier, according to the presence of both these factors or to the absence of one or both, or, according to the first hypothesis, during successive advances after periods of retreat, may build terminal moraines at one time and fail to do so at another. The smoothness of many such intervals would indicate that, during a period of recession, the respective tongue carried little or no detritus* In Himalaya, glaciers may recede for considerable distances without leaving behind debris of any size, as in case of the Chogo Lungma tongue (see the Oeograpkiccd Journal, March 1905, p. 251, and Ice-Bound Heights of the Mustagh, p. 172), which retreated 1184 feet in forty-two years, leaving a smooth river-bed below